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READING  
 
Part 1 
 
Questions 1-8. Read the text below and choose ONE correct answer A), 
B), C) or D) for each question. Write your answers on the answer sheet. 
 

Antarctica 
 

 
 
Antarctica is a land of extremes: it is the coldest and driest continent on 
Earth. As the fifth largest continent in the world, Antarctica is also the most 
Southern. 
Antarctica is governed by the 1958 Antarctic Treaty, which establishes the 
continent as a peaceful and cooperative international research zone.  
There are no cities, just around two dozen research stations with a total 
population of a few thousand. These are maintained for scientific purposes 
only. 
 
History 
 
Antarctica was the last continent to be discovered by man. While explorers 
had reported sightings before, the earliest confirmed land sightings are by 
Russian, British or American ship crews in January 1820 —there's no 
reliable information of which sighting was first. The first person to have set 
foot on Antarctica was an American named John Davis, in 1821. 
 
Flora and fauna 
 
Antarctica is known for being the only continent with no significant land 
plant life and no native land mammals —there are no polar bears; they live 
only at the North Pole. However, in its coasts you can find many species of 
migratory birds and penguins, and the ocean surrounding Antarctica is 
home to many fish and marine mammals, including whales. 
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Climate 
 
For tourists, Antarctica is accessible only during the summer season from 
November to March, during which sea ice melts enough to permit access. 
The sea is impassable in winter, when temperatures can fall to -40°C and 
there are twenty-four hours of darkness. 
 
Getting in by plane 
 
Aircraft and pilots need to be capable of landing on ice or snow, as there are 
no conventional runways. Landings are generally restricted to the daylight 
season in the summer months. Winter landings have been performed, but 
low temperatures mean that aircraft cannot stay on the ice longer than an 
hour or so, as their skis may freeze to the ice runway. Commercial flights to 
Antarctica are rare, but available.  
 
Getting in by cruise ship 
 
Boat is the most common method of visiting the Antarctic. In the summer, 
several companies typically offer a couple of excursions to the continent 
each day. The views are phenomenal, the penguins are friendly (well, some 
of them are), and the experience is exceptional! 
You'll need warm clothing: boots, hoods, gloves, water repellent trousers, 
and warm underwear. Most of these items can be bought or hired there, but 
it is not always easy to get the right sizes. So bring whatever you can from 
your own stock. 
 

Adapted from https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Antarctica  

 
Example: 
 

0. Antarctica is... 

A) a nation. 

B) an international area. 

C) an unpopulated desert. 

D) None of the above. 

 
1. The population of Antarctica... 

 
A) lives in small villages. 

B) consists of scientists and researchers. 

C) is growing all the time. 

D) consists of tourists and visitors. 

  

https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Antarctica
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2. What nationality was the first person who saw the coast of Antarctica? 
 

A) Russian. 

B) British. 

C) American. 

D) It is not sure. 

 

3. In Antarctica... 
 

A) there are no animals or plants. 

B) there are animals, but they are not from there. 

C) there are animals, but some are from there and some aren't. 

D) there are only sea animals. 

 

4. Tourist can only travel to Antarctica in the summer... 
 

A) because in winter there is no sunlight. 

B) because the temperature is not so low. 

C) because in winter there is too much ice in the sea. 

D) because companies don't offer excursions in winter. 

 

5. In Antarctica... 
 

A) airports are like any other airport in the world. 

B) there are no airports. 

C) airplanes have to land on water. 

D) airport runways are unusual. 

 

6. In Antarctica airplanes... 
 

A) can land only during the winter. 

B) can land all year, but preferably during the summer. 

C) can land only during the summer. 

D) can't land at all. 

 

7. There are boats for tourist travelling to Antarctica... 
 

A) twice a day during the summer. 

B) once a day during the summer. 

C) twice a day during the whole year. 

D) None of the above. 
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8. If you travel to Antarctica... 
 

A) you shouldn't worry about clothes. 

B) it 's a good idea to bring warm clothes from home. 

C) you can buy all the clothes you will need there. 

D) you aren't allowed to bring your own clothes. 

 
 
 
Part 2 

Questions 9-16. Read the text below and choose the correct heading A), 
B) or C) for each paragraph. Write your answers on the answer sheet. 

 0._____C______ 

For many students, going away to college is the first time that they will live 
away from their parents or hometown. University life affords freedom, 
independence, and an opportunity to gain life skills that will be used 
throughout life. Studying abroad offers a unique opportunity to grow 
academically, professionally and personally.  

9. ________________ 

It’s one thing to see a photo of Machu Picchu, or to read a travel memoir 
about the streets of Mumbai. Visiting foreign lands in person, however, is an 
entirely different experience. When you study abroad, you participate in the 
day-to-day life of a new group, gaining a first-hand understanding and new 
appreciation of the culture. 

10. ________________ 

You may already be fluent in a second language, or you might study abroad 
in one of the many countries where English is spoken as a first language. 
However, studying abroad can provide you with a perfect opportunity to 
learn a new foreign language. Being surrounded by native speakers gives 
you the chance to immerse yourself in the language.  

11. _______________ 

Studying abroad is a chance for you to be adventurous, explore the 
unknown, and try activities that may not be offered in your home state. For 
example, if you’re studying abroad in Argentina, you can try numerous 
adventure sports, from zip-lining, to rafting, to mountain biking. If you enjoy 
heights, you can try paragliding.  

http://www.moneycrashers.com/reasons-why-should-go-to-college/
http://www.moneycrashers.com/learn-new-foreign-language-free/
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12. _________________ 

In today’s increasingly global society, it’s important to possess the skills to 
communicate across cultures – and this means understanding more than 
just a different language. Studying abroad helps you become familiar with 
the customs and traditions of the country in which you are studying. By 
interacting with locals, you can develop an appreciation for the culture and 
its differences from your own. 

13. _________________ 

Studying abroad removes you from the normal support network that you 
are used to back home. Whether it’s washing your laundry or buying 
groceries, you will learn to take responsibility for your actions. When you 
return home, your increased independence will be very useful – it can help 
you in your job search, at home, or in your day-to-day routines. 

14. _________________ 

One major aspect of being an independent adult is having the ability to 
manage your own finances. Even if your study abroad program is financed 
by a scholarship or another source of income, chances are that it will be your 
responsibility to pay the bills. Understanding how to control your spending 
will especially be beneficial when you no longer have the support of your 
family. 

15. ___________________ 

Without your regular support group of friends and family, you will be 
confronted with new situations on a daily basis. However, studying abroad 
offers you the chance to meet new people and form friendships that may last 
a lifetime. Whether you’re living with a host family or in a student residence, 
make an effort to form relationships with those around you.  

16. _________________ 

In addition to making friends, you can also form professional contacts. 
Generally speaking, course loads¹ tend to be comparatively lighter while 
studying abroad, so this can be an ideal occasion to intern, work part-time or 
volunteer while you’re studying. When you’re finished working abroad, be 
sure to ask for a recommendation letter to share with future prospective 
employers. 

Adapted from http://www.moneycrashers.com/reasons-why-study-abroad benefits 

 

http://www.moneycrashers.com/ways-save-money-groceries/
http://www.moneycrashers.com/ways-save-money-groceries/
http://www.moneycrashers.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-finding-college-scholarships/
http://www.moneycrashers.com/bills-pay-off-first/
http://www.moneycrashers.com/reasons-why-study-abroad-benefits/
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EXAMPLE: 

0. A. Why Study at the University 
B.  Studying Abroad is Fun  
C. Why You Should Study Abroad in College 
 

9. A. Visit New Foreign Lands 
B. Experience a Foreign Culture,  
C. Participate in New Activities 
 

10. A. Learn Colloquial Words and Phrases 
B. Improve Your English Language Skills 
C. Make Progress in a Foreign Language  

 
11. A. Pursue² an Activity You Wouldn’t at Home  

B. Try Activities You Are Good At  
C. Learn New Water Sports 
 

12. A. Discover Differences Between Cultures  
B. Meet New People 
C. Learn How to Communicate within Cultures  
 

13. A. Learn to Look for a Job 
B. Become More Independent 
C. Become Responsible with Housework 
 

14. A. Manage Your  Expenses   
B. Learn to be Independent 
C. Finance your Studies 
 

15. A. Learn to be More Sociable 
B. Form New and Rewarding³ Relationships 
C. Deal With New Situations 
 

16. A. Share your Experience with Other Friends 
B. Look for a Part-Time Job 
C. Network for Your Future  

GLOSSARY 

load¹- the amount of work assigned 

pursue²- go for, follow, perform 

rewarding³- beneficial, valuable 
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Part 3 
 
Questions 17-22. Read the text below and decide whether the statements are 
true (A), false (B) or doesn´t say (C). Indicate your answer with the symbols 
given. Write the answers on the answer sheet. 
 

Is Britain really very different from other places ?  
 

    
A traditional image of Britain! It could only be Britain.... But beyond the images, 
is Britain really very different? 
 
     Just off the north coast of continental Europe, there is an island called 
Britain. Today, this island is closely connected to the rest of Europe; there are 
direct trains to Paris and Brussels, and thousands of people, cars and lorries 
cross the Channel and the North Sea every day between British and continental 
ports. 
    Britain is very much a part of Europe; however most of the people in Britain 
(today, at least) do not want any more European "integration". 
    "We're different, aren't we?" says Eddie, from London. "We do things 
differently. We don't want to become like other countries." 
    Millions of people think the same as Eddie. For example, a large majority do 
not want Britain to join the Euro. They imagine that Britain's "identity" will be 
lost, if we say goodbye to our pounds and our pennies. They forget that things 
are also very different from one European country to another.  
    It's quite a strange situation really; but it is a situation that can easily be 
explained. 
    "Insularity" is a deep and historic part of British culture and society. Great 
Britain's borders have been fixed by nature for thousands of years. If you walk in 
a straight line for long enough in any direction, you will know when you have 
reached the edge of Great Britain; you will find yourself in salty water! 
    If you want to go to another country from Great Britain, you have to take a 
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ship, a plane, a train or a car; you can't just drive or walk across the border. 
Great Britain is physically separated from every other country; and this is the 
main reason why British people imagine that other countries are so "different". 
    Of course, lots of things about Britain are different. We drive on the left, we 
like our pubs, we have sports like cricket, we have our own popular TV 
programmes, we use pounds and pennies and miles, we drink tea with milk in it, 
we don't carry identity cards, and our policemen don't carry guns. So yes, 
Britain is different, in these respects, from France or Germany or Spain, or 
Japan, or even the USA.  
    Nevertheless Britain's "difference" is disappearing fast! Fifty years ago, British 
people drove British cars; today the cars in Britain are British, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese and more. Today we buy petrol in litres (not gallons) and fruit 
in kilos (not pounds). Fifty years ago, our favourite foods were fish 'n' chips and 
"bangers and mash". Among today's young people, the most popular foods and 
drinks are Italian pasta and pizza, Indian curry, American hamburgers and colas, 
Chinese take-aways, Continental beers and Mexican tacos. 
    As far as culture is concerned, young Britons love their Britpop bands; but 
they also like American and Australian TV series, American films, and Japanese 
and British video games.... In fact, they like more or less the same things as 
young people all over Europe and North America! 
    The real problem is perhaps not that we are very different. It's just that lots of 
people (in and out of Britain)  imagine that Britain is different..... because 
"Continentals" speak other languages, and old ideas take a very long time to die. 
 
Glossary 
bangers and mash: sausages and mashed potatoes - edge: end, side - insularity: being 
an island, imagining that one is different 

 
Example: 0. Britain is not very well connected with the rest of the cities and 
countries in Europe. B 
 

17. Everyone in Britain wants to separate from Europe due to the 

immigration. C 

18. In Britain is not very easy to know when you have arrived to the end 

of the island. B 

19. British people imagine that the rest of the countries are so different 

due to their daily habits. B 

20. There are just a few elements that make Britain different from other 

countries. B 

21. Some of the things that made Britain different from other countries 

have disappeared. A 

22. People in Britain want to change the old-fashioned mentality of their 

ancestors. C 
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WRITING  
 
Instructions  
- Do NOT use pencil.  
- Write your answers onto the answer sheet.  
- When time expires, stop writing and hand in your answer sheets. 
 

Task 1  
 
An English girl named Jemma is going to come to Almeria as an Erasmus student in 
February 2017. The university has asked you to write a welcoming email to her. In 
your email you should: 
 

- Describe the town and the university. 
- Suggest different places where she could live and activities she might enjoy. 
- Explain what your favourite subjects are at the University and why. 

 
Write between 100-120 words. 
 

 
Task 2 
 
Your teacher has asked you to write an essay about the environmental problems in 
the world today: 
 

- Explain the main environmental problems in the world. 
- Suggest ways that could help to solve these problems.  
- Describe activities that you do in your daily lives to protect the 

environment. 
 
Write between 160-180 words. 
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Draft paper. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


